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Naik duti eksais
minuman gula
perangi obesiti

PETALING JAYA — Kadar duti
eksais bagi minuman bergula
dicadangkan untuk dinaikkan
secara berfasabermula 1
Januari tahun depan.

Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Serl Anwar lbrahim berkata,
kenalkan itu 40 sen seliter.

Katanya, Malaysia antara
paling obes di rantau Asia
Tenggara dengan salah
musuh utama penyakit ticlak
berjangkit ialah gula.

"Tambahan hasil yang
diraih dimanfaatkan untuk
menampung perbelanjaan
kesihatan awam antaranya
meliputi penambahan
bekalan ubat SGLT-2
inhibators bagi kegunaan
rawatan diabates.
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Tavang pistol lepas dite
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TANGKAP layar video tular r jukkan per faham sel

ditegur kerana merokok di sebuah medan selera di Puchong Ahad lalu,

gur merokok, 3 individu diberkas

SERDANG - Polis menahan tiga
individu disyaki terbabit dengan
insiden video tular lelaki menga-
muk sambil mengacukan pistol
dalam kejadian di sebuah medan
selera, Puchong di sini.

Ketua Polis Daerah Serdang,
Asisten Komisioner AA Anbala-

" gan berkata, pihaknya meneri-

ma laporan kejadian itu sekitar
pukuljl0 malam kelmarin.
Menurutnya, kejadian pada
Ahad lalu ‘itu berlaku selepas
mangsa menegur seorang lelaki
supaya tidak merokok di dalam
kawasan medan selera tersebut.

“Kemudian berlaku salah fa-
ham antara kedua mereka sebe-
lum seorang lelaki secara tiba-
tiba mengacu objek menyerupai
pistol ke perut mangsa.

“Selepas itu, lelaki tersebut
terusberedar dan pengadu mem-
buat laporan untuk keselamatan
diri dan keluarga,” katanya.

Jelas beliau, pihaknya mena-
han dua lelaki tempatan dan se-
orang wanita pemegang kad pe-
mastautin tetap.

Katanya, hasil semakan men-
dapati salah seorang daripada
suspek mempunyai satu rekod

jenayah narkotik.

“Pihak polis juga merampas
objek menyerupai sepucuk pistol
warna hitam, satu kelopak dan
d!.xa butir peluru (behola putih),”
ujarnya.

Kata Anbalagan, satu kertas
siasatan telah dibuka di hawah
Seksyen 506 Kanun Keseksaan
dan Seksyen 36 Akta Senjata Api,
1960.

Terdahulu, tular video ber-
durasi 26 saat tular seorang se-
orang. lelaki menunjukkan ohjek
menyerupai pistol dalam satu
insiden pertengkaran.



KERATAN AKHBAR UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT 19 OKTOBER 2024

KEMENTERIAN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA

AKHBAR : UTUSAN MALAYSIA

MUKA SURAT : 2
RUANGAN : DALAM NEGERI

NG JAYA: Kementerian  kerajaansecarabersasar, HanSukanN i
N Mmenetima_perun- Katanya, bagi fasilit kestha-  nyolong Agens Nesto e
ua  ter F el la,vgi% Sﬂmt-mmpele ;

o | asan cu-
kai pendapatan mﬂﬁcﬁl ke aet:s
bayaran premium insurans pen-
didikan dan insurans perubatan
& kgpaguakai W

an pendapa-
tan individu bagi perbelanioan
perubatan sehingga RM10,000 :
R s ranean
Dbay an 1 di-
lalmkmgiéh o i

C e >
- jabaharudihospital dan Kintk  rakyat termasuk




KERATAN AKHBAR UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT |

19 OKTOBER 2024

KEMENTERIAN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA

AKHBAR : UTUSAN MALAYSIA
MUKA SURAT : 8
RUANGAN : DALAM NEGERI

Kadar duti eksals minuma
bergula n.a1k 40 sen sehter £

'KUALA LUMPUR: Kerajaan ber- menumt Pmlam “Menteri, hﬂaﬁ avmm antaranya méli-’

cadang menaikkan kadar duti bagi menyokong gerakan War puti Pen: ‘bekalan uba

eksais bagi minuman bergula on&:gm' Kﬁwmﬂaﬂg SGLT-2 inh

secara berfasa sebanyak 40 sen menaikkan kadar duti ;

seliter mulai 1 Januari 2025. Eksms bagi : bergula Peny
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim secara berfasa mulai 1 Januari  Pe

berkata, Malaysia antara paling zozssat;an a 4Qsenselitet. :

abesdnanmum:l‘anggamdan nbahan hasil yang dirai

salah satu musuhmamapenya- )

kit tidak berjangkit ialah




KERATAN AKHBAR UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

KEMENTERIAN KESIHATAN MALAYSIA

19 OKTOBER 2024

AKHBAR : NEW STRAITS TIMES
MUKA SURAT : 6
RUANGAN :NEWS / NATION

RM45.38 INJECTION
FOR HEALTHCARE

It is the second-
highest allocated
sum, which will be
used to improve
facilities nationwide

KUALA LUMPUR

HE Health Ministry re-

ceived an allocation of

RM45.3 billion to im-

prove healthcare facili-
ties nationwide.

The allocation was the second
highest after the sum allotted to
the Education Ministry.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war Ibrahim said the money must
be used to improve quality of
healthcare and ensure comfort-
able, and people-friendly health
facilities at all hospitals.

He announced an allocation of
RM1L.35 billion for the mainte-
nance of health infrastructure,
including the repair of dilapidat-
ed hospital toilets and outdated
patient wards.

The government will also con-
tinue to upgrade clinics across
the country, he said.

He pointed out that under the
Madani initiative, allocation for
this purpose had been increasing
every year — from RM100 million

last year to RM150 million this
year, and RM300 million next
year.

WAR ON SUGAR

The prime minister said
Malaysia had become known as
the most obese nation in this re-
gion and there was a need for the
people to cut their sugar intake.

To promote a healthy lifestyle
and support the “War on Sugar”
initiative, he said the govern-
ment planned to gradually in-
crease the excise duty on sugary
drinks by 40 sen per litre starting
Janl.

Revenue collected from this
would be channelled to subsidise
public healthcare, including for
the purchase of medication and
medical equipment to treat di-
abetes, as well as dialysis centres.

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

A new partnership initiative
will be introduced involving a
collaboration with government-
linked investment companies to
provide affordable paid health-
care services to patients.

The implementation will start
at five Health Ministry hospitals
with high demand and suitable
infrastructure, such as Cyberjaya
Hospital, with an initial alloca-
tion of RM25 million.

Anwar said the government was
also strengthening partnerships

with 91 private hospitals to source
patients from the Health Ministry
for servides such as cardiology,
radiology, and nephrology.

“This approach indirectly cre-
ates a competitive element to se-
cure the best prices for the gov-
ernment.

“The outsourcing will also con-
tinue with the National Heart In-
stitute for heart patients among
government retirees.”

In addition, the government
will implement an offtake policy
or specific procurement from
companies making new domestic
investments to produce critical
pharmaceutical products and
medical devices.

“This approach not only sup-
ports the security of drug supply
from local sources, but also has
the potential to reduce costs in
the medium term.”

HEALTH CENTRES
OF EXCELLENCE

RM100 million will be allocated
to improve health Centres of
Excellence in the country, in-
cluding funding for the latest
equipment.

He said some of the best health
experts in the country serve in
government hospitals, including
in Centres of Excellence.

Some examples of these centres
are Serdang Hospital for heart
treatment, Selayang Hospital for

APHM welcomes plan
to outsource patients

KUALA LUMPUR: The Association
of Private Hospitals Malaysia
(APHM) has welcomed the pro-
posal to outsource patients from
public hospitals to receive certain
treatments at 91 private hospi-
tals.

Its president, Datuk Dr Kuljit
Singh said APHM believed the
amount was appropriate and suf-
ficient to allow private hospitals
to fully treat these patients, even
under challenging conditions.

“If at all possible, technology
should be used to facilitate re-
ferrals between public and pri-
vate institutions, saving patients
from longer waiting time.”

Kuljit also praised the govern-
ment’s proposal to reduce health
subsidies for the top 15 per cent
income group, describing it as a
“positive approach”.

He expressed APHM’s willing-

ness to assist with the public hos-
pital’s private concept structure,
suggesting the initiation of col-
laborative ventures and clinics
where financially capable pa-
tients can receive treatment
alongside private hospitals.

“This will enable the B40 and
some M40 to receive public
healthcare funding at a faster
rate, while those who canafford it
can receive treatment in a private
initiative with a joint venture
concept with private hospitals.

“It will also relieve the use of
public infrastructure and human
capital.”

He said this in response to
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Tbrahim’s announcement that
the government is going to en-
hance collaborations with 91 pri-
vate hospitals to outsource pa-
tients from public hospitals.

() HIGHLIGHT:
HEALTH

RM1.35 billion

is set aside for maintaining heaith
infrastructure, including repairing
dilapidated hospital toilets and
outdated patient wards

Housing

Valley will be enhanced through
apilot project funded jointly
with Unicef, with an allocation of

The Individual income tax
rellef on education insurance
and medical insurance
premiums is increased 10

RM4,000

BUDGET 2025 MADANI

=

The government will set up a Rare
Diseases Fund, where the allocation
to cover the medical costs forrare
diseases will be increased to

RM25 million
RM300 million

is 10 upgrade underdeveloped
clinies nationwide

The government will undertake
prefiminary work to establish a
Cancer Centre in Kuching and
& Heart Specialist Hospital in
Kota Kinabalu

On-call allowance to be Increasad

from RMB51, RMB5

for medical and dental officers,
depending cn department

& = - = ~ -
The National Cancer Institute in Putrqjaya is among the health
centres of excellence that will be improved. NSTP FILE PIC

transplant and hepatobiliary
services, the National Cancer
Institute in Putrajaya, Putrajaya
Endocrine Institute, Urology
and Nephrology Institute at Hos-
pital Kuala Lumput, and the
Women and Children Hospital

Patients waiting to get their medicine at Hospital Serdang last year. NSTP F

in Kuala Lumpur.

In addition to the existing cen-
tres, the government is also ini-
tiating plans to establish a Cancer
Centre in Kuching and a Heart
Specialist Hospital in Kota Kin-
abalu,
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Something is still better than nothing

DOCTORS and dentists say “some-
thing is better than nothing”
regarding the government’s move
to increase on-call allowance by
RMS55 to RM65 for medical per-
sonnel.

A doctor, who wished to be
known as Pardeep, said the
amount is not much ared to
the long hours and sacrifices put
in by doctors on-call but every lit-
tle bit does count.

“We put in long hours when
on-call working through the night
and into the next day and had
heen expecting a higher increase.

“I hope the government can
also look into other aspects of our
welfare to compensate us better,”
he said.

The on-call allowance currently
enjoyed by these medical officers
ranges from RMS80 to RM200
depending on the specialty.

When tabling Budget 2025,
Datuk Serl Anwar Ihrahim said

Z
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the Health Ministry will introduce
a new work system at selected
hospitals and clinics nationwide
in stages.

Doctors and dentists working at
facilities which use the new sys-
tem will see their on-call allow-
ance increased by RM55 to RM65.

Meanwhile, a primary school
teacher, who wished to be known
as Khalid, thanked the govern-
ment for introducing the APEL.Q
programme as part of its lifelong
learning policy.

“I have been planning to enrol
for a degree programme for years
now and with the introduction of
gﬁs programime, I hope to finally

o it. .
“This will also allow me to get

2076

promoted later on,” he said.

Under the APEL.Q grugramme,
the government will bear 50% of
the cost of the fees or a maximum
of RM15,000 for civil servants
who have been working for more
than 15 years if they wish to pur-
sue higher education.

Clerk Jamilah Atan is grateful
for the special one-off RM500 aid
for all government servants
including, those on contract in
Grade 56 and below.

“Since we will already be get-
ting higher salaries from
December onwards, the RM500
aid is truly a bonus,” she said.

In August, Anwar announced a
15% pay raise for officers in the
implementing, management and
professional groups, and a 7%

‘increase for officers in top man-

agement and professional roles.
The increment will be imple-

mented in two phases, the first in

December this year and the

second in January 2026.

Another public sector employ-
ee, who wished to be known as
Thomas, said the announcement
that the Pub](lic wge;ctnr &}'i[lume
Financing Boar introduce a
new. repayment scheme to allow
young civil servants to service
their housing loans for up to 40
years is good as houses are more
expenswe now.

However, he said government
servants should be offered much
lower interest rates than those
imposed by commercial banks.

“This will not only motivate us
but will allow more public sector
employees to own houses which
are gettmg costlier by the day,” he

Thomas alsolauded the govern-
ment’s decision to expand the
Ex-Gratia Compensation Scheme
which provides social security
coverage for government serv-
ants to all employees.

Cut waiting time at hospitals

‘Upgrade rundown facilities and provide better services'

HAVING received the second
highest allocation in Budget 2025,
stakeholders want the Health
Ministty to heed the Prime

Minister’s reminder to upgrade .

rundown facilities and provide
better services to the people,
including reducing waiting time.

However, they conceded the
allocation at RM45.3bil (a RM4bil
increase from the previous
budget) is still inadequate given
the complexity and size of the
service rendered by the ministry.

Prof Dr Sharifa Ezat Wan Puteh,
a health economics and public
health specialist with Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia’s Faculty of
Medicine, said while some health-
care facilities are very rundown,
funds should also be allocated for
manpower as doctors and special-
ists are needed to run these facili-
ties and attend to patients.

She said the .RM1.35bil to
upgrade dilapidated healthcare
facilities and RM300mil for
upgrade and repairs of dilapidat-
ed clinics may not be enough as
most of these facilities are already
bursting at the seams with patient
load.

She added that waiting time at
healtheare facilities continues to
be an issue.

On top of that, doctors are leav-

Room for imprnvement' Stakeholders feel that the RM45.3bil
allocation for health is still inadequate.

ing the public service and some-
times there are shortages of treat-
ment drugs and centres.

Hartal Doktor Kontrak spokes-
person Dr Muhammad Yassin
said while he agrees with the
Prime Minister’s call, it is more
pressing to address the manpow-
er shortage in hospitals.

“To tackle this issue as what
Hartal had mentioned many
times before, we need a Health
Services Commission which has

the autonomy to hire its own staff
based on the needs of the health-
care sector,” he added.
Meanwhile, Senator Dr RA
Lingeshwaran said the RM1.35bil
a]lucanon to upgrade dilapidated
healthcare facilities, including
wards, is a great move as many
public hospitals are more fhan
100 years old.
“In my home state of Penang
alone, four out of six public hospi-
tals namely Hospital Penang,

. Hospital Balik Pulau, Hospital

Bukit Mertajam and Hospital
Sungai Bakap are all over a centu-
Ty old,” he said.

“Some of the facilities can he
considered museum-grade hospi-
tals and need to be urgently
upgradgd to remler proper health

Fnuner deputy health minister
Datuk Dr Lee Boon Chye said to
tackle the long waiting time at
healthcare facilities, funds should
be spent on digital technology,
such as queue system and virtual
consultation.

“There was no special mention
of electronic medical records
(EMR) which will centralise
patient records. Hopefully, it will
be i :]11.1 the next Malaysia plan,” he

EMR refers to a digital database
system that enables healthcare
facilities to keep track of relevant
medical information such as reg-
istration, clinical lahoratory
results, pharmacy, nursing and
kitchen information.

WATCH THE E13

VIDEO

TheStarTV.com (= |

- War on sugar
lauded, but
absence

of tobacco
tax hike
disap’pointing

TAXES on tobacco and smoking
products should have heen part
of Budget 2025, health advocates
say, as they welcomed the 40 sen
hike to the sugar-sweetened bev-
erage (SSB) tax.

As part of the government’s
“war on sugar”, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Thrahim
announced that excise duties on
sugar-sweetened: beverages will
be raised by 40 sen per litre start-
ing Jan 1, 2025.

Anwar said the funds collected
from the excise duties will be
used for treatments and procure-
ment of medicine supplies.

“It is concerning that no men-
tion was made regarding tobacco
duties.

“Nevertheless, it is crucial that
the government continues its
efforts to combat tobacco con-
sumption,” said Federation of
Malaysian Consumers Association
(Fomca) chief executive officer .
Saravanan Thambirajah.

However, he said the higher
excise duties for SSB is a positive
step towards tackling the alarm-
ingrise of non-communicable dis-
eases such as diabetes and obesi-

“From a consumer perspec-
tive, this policy aligns with public
health goals, but it must be
accompanied by complementary
efforts to educate and encourage
healthier consumption habits,”
he said.

“However, the increased reve-
nue from this sugar tax must he
transparently reinvested into ini-
tiatives that directly benefit pub-
lic health.”

Saravanan said the funds col-
lected from the duties should be
used on awareness and educa-
tlon campaigns and school nutri-

posed that healthier
fuod be stgs!ded ta ensure those

with low sugar content or sug-
ar-free options remain afforda-
ble.

Fomea tobacco and smoking
control coordinator Muhammad
Sha'ani Abdullah said the absence
of a tobacco tax is very disap-
pointing as the last increase was
in 2015,

“While the government is strug-
gling to raise funds, tobacco tax is
an easy and right way to raise
government revenue and pricier
tobacco products would discour-
age smoking,” he said.

Prof Dr Sharifa Ezat Wan Puteh,
a health economics and public
health specialist with Universiti -
Kebangsaan Malaysia’s Faculty of
Medicine, said the SSB tax hike
may not be sufficient, adding that
more input is needed in future
increments.

‘Association of Private Hospitals
Malaysia president Datuk Dr
Kuljit Singh said the increase of
excise duty on sugar will reduce
consumption to some extent but
continued education on the harm
of excessive sugar intake is impor-
tant.
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Govt towork
with Sarawak
to develop
cancer centre
DETAILS on the proposed

Sarawak Cancer Centre need to
be worked out so that the project

- can be implemented saon, says

Sarawak Dieﬂut]? Premier Datuk

Dr Sim Kui Hian, ;

_“We are grateful to the Prime

| g on the Sarawak Cancer

Centre’s financial vartnership, with
Sarawak paying first and the feder-
al government reimbursing later.

“We will need to get the federal
government's technical and work-

Eg committee to sit down and get

€ project going as soon as possi-

hle.?lrle said, o
He was responding to Dafuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s announce-
ment when tabling Budget 2025
yesterday that Pufrajaya would
work with the state government
to develop the Sarawak Cancer
Cenlre, estimated to cost RM1hil,

. Hesaid a significant increase in
Tunding is needed to repair dilap-
idated public health clinics and
ha: in the state, with the
total cost estimated at RM17bil,

e e
governments offer of Omi
and a matching allocation from the
federal government; it would take

. years for the repairs to be done,

On the plan {o raise Sarawal's



